So   WIVES  OF  HENRY  THE   EIGHTH
young;   and  probably  did   not   fully  understand
the deadly antagonism   that  existed  between   her
father   and  her  brother-in-law.      She   was   much
under the influence of Dona Elvira, and doubtless
yearned to see her unhappy sister Juana.    So she
was  induced to write  a  letter  to   Philip,   and to
propose a meeting with Henry at Calais.    When a
prompt affirmative reply came, the Princess inno-
cently showed it to Puebla at Durham House before
sending it to Henry VIL     The ambassador was
aghast,  and  soundly   rated   Katharine   for  going
against the interests of her father.    He would take
the letter to the King, he said.    But this Katharine
would not allow,  and  Dona Elvira was appealed
to.     She  promised  to  retain  the   letter   for   the
present,  but just as Puebla was sitting down  to
dinner an hour afterwards, he learnt that she had
broken her word and sent Philip's letter to Henry
VIL    Starting up, he rushed to Katharine's apart-
ments,   and with   tears  streaming  down  his   face
at his failure, told the Princess, under pledge  of
secrecy, that the proposed interview was a plot of
the  Manuels to injure both her father and sister.
She must at once write a letter to Henry which
he, Puebla, would dictate; and, whilst still feigning
a desire for the meeting, she must try to prevent
it with all her might, and beware of Dona Elvira
in future.    Poor Katharine, alarmed at his vehe-
mence, did as she was told ; and the letter'was sent
flying to  Henry, apologising for the proposal  of
the interview*    Henry must have smiled when he
saw how eager they all were to court him.   Nothing
would  please   him better than the  close alliance
with   Philip5   which   was   already   being   secretly